
Why do you do what you do? 
By Clore 17 Fellow Jonathan Watkins

Audio Transcripton: -
[bookmark: _GoBack]Amanda Chinneck: - “I believe that culture, the arts, creativity, history, heritage and nature
bring joy and inspiration and these are essential attributes to a happy life.”
Jo Killeya:- “I think there’s a feeling around us that the world has gone to hell in a hand cart and whilst life is difficult, actually if we pause and look around us there is so much beauty and goodness in the world and sometimes it’s easy to loses sight of that and I like to think that the work. I can do can help people to stop, to look around them to connect with other people and to find joy in their everyday life and I think heritage and museums and the arts really have the power to do that.”
Phil Sanger:- “ I was super fortunate to be in the right place and the right time when dance happen to land in our school curriculum and we had a purpose built dance and drama studio. An amazing dance teach, an incredible headmaster who was really in to performing arts and put dance on the bloody school curriculum in Barnsley. So having access to that when I was 12 was a real turning point in my life I guess and everything I have done since then has been about recreating that for other people. So everything has been about access to arts for
people who otherwise couldn’t afford it or people who were in areas where it wasn’t available and that’s why I do what I do. I am trying to perpetuate the luck, that lucky moment.”
Laura Greenfield :- “I do what I do because I want to help people and I think that culture helps people in a way that nothing else does it makes a difference, that’s different to the other ways in which you can help people. It made a difference to me and I like to think I’m paying that forward to others and if they all pay that forward as well their impact on the world could be massive.”

Dominique Bouchard :- “Today has been an incredibly trying day it’s a little before 10 o’clock and I am just knocking off now having done about 12 hours straight today and feeling like I’m about to go to bed with a n enormous stack of staff which is possibly larger than the stack of stuff that I woke up to this morning and I feel exhausted and drained and also really excited and really happy and I guess the answer to your question why do I do what I do is that there is nothing else in this world that makes me feel like this, that makes me feel completely overwhelmed and also completely energised and invigorated. I really believe in what we are doing I really believe in the work and I love the feeling that I can put everything into something and I meant to add that I just cannot wait to get up tomorrow and do it all over again because (meow….that’s my cat screaming) I really feel like that everything that matters is what we do, it’s not the outcome, it’s what you put into trying to fix it trying to do something about it and that’s why I do what I do.”
Angelica Sule :- “I do what I do I think because I believe in the power of art to communicate, to produce new thinking, to make people think in different ways. I think I really believe in artists and their ability to convey a message to get something across and I do what I do to support artists to make artwork that has an impact on the world and makes people think
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and that’s why I do it because I love it, I love artists and art and all of those things are difficult in various and myriad ways but at the root of it I get real joy out of that and I think it brings joy to others as well.”
Polly Brannan :- “I do what I do because I really believe that artists can help us understand the world we live in and our position in it and I believe that bringing together people through art and culture can help us understand each other, take care of each other and look after each other. I’m interested in people coming together.”

Robyn Winfield-Smith:- “Because I think culture has the power to shape and interpret and re-imagine every single part of human life, I think we’ve got the ability to help people see things differently, see history differently, imagine their futures differently, interact with each other more empathically. I think culture is a really important part of society and it’s for that reason that I choose to work in this sector.”

Lindsey Alvis :- “Why do I do I do? I think because growing up in Hull I used to go to the local theatre to go see stories on the stage and I can still remember the plays and the stories and show that had a really big impact on me as a young person and showed me that there’s this big exciting world out there and I think the magic of that is what inspired me and what really deep down made me get into the arts.”
Sarah Robertson :- “I do what I do for those moments that you can’t bottle when you’re in a room with 2000 other people, the lights go down, the band comes on the stage the crowd erupts and I stand at the back often and think, I made this happen, I helped to do this and for me there is nothing more special than being in a crowded communal space with people experiencing the joy of live music.”

Cathy Mager :- “Why do I do what I do? I can’t see myself doing anything else other than this, because all I’ve known is art and culture and how that is a fuel, a power source that enables people to completely draw new perspective on a place or how they are feeling or how they view their communities and through songs, through dance, through art and through architecture it can really shape and change a whole community. It can transform people’s health; it can bring people out of themselves to take them from a place that is dark and sad and transform them into a place which is good and uplifting and joyful. Art gives the ability for people to shape shift, to time travel, it’s a form of magic I believe that enables people to recover, to reflect and to remember. In times of national tragedy and times of great sadness whether it’s when the second world war broke out it was so vital that art be part of everybody’s life, a part of everybody’s everyday lives including people fighting on the front lines. Art was used as a mechanism to keep people spirits up and to keep them going. I believe that art has an essential role to play in the end of the world as we see climate change changing everything around us in such a way that’s so frightening. At that time, it’s not science, it’s not mathematic, it’s not politicians that are vital in counteracting that change it is art! Time and time again it’s been shown that art is that mechanism to challenge that change and to raise awareness and to make people stop and reflect and think about how they can live life differently.”

Jonathan Watkins :- “Why do I what I do? I think it’s the limitless capacity of what theatre and dance and play and creative activity can bring forth and kind of be a way of holding peoples understanding, but also creating a space for dialogue around subjects that are hard that are overwhelming that you know especially with dance that because there is nothing spoke and people are watch and not receiving through words, the restriction and parameters that words create in our understanding are sometimes limiting and when your exploring and diving into big questions that are brought up by life and challenges and the darker topics that need light shining on them. There is a way of creating a much more open arena for interpretation, thinking and understanding and I think that’s one of dances strongest points in terms of exploring ideas through movement and through non-verbal human interactions.”

Linda Bloomsfield :- “The bigger answer why do I do I do? I think I just want to make a change for the better I want to leave in a better shape than they were when I came into this world, or that they are right now and I want to do some good and I hope that this is kind of part of that. I feel really excited by bringing people together from all walks of life so all ages, all kinds of experiences and all kinds of different interests and for lots of different kinds of activities and I like the concept of that kind of melting pot and I think culture in communities is a really exciting place to do that and something that feels really really important and especially as divisions between communities are getting kind of worse and through Covid and Brexit and all these different things and I think culture has an opportunity to bring people together who wouldn’t otherwise meet and I think that’s really exciting. And playing, you know, I love playing, still love playing, I think all adults should play, I think all people of all ages should play and yea” (laughter)
Pooja Gahi :- “So why do I do I do? Well in one way I don’t have a choice, I didn’t choose this life, it chose me. I was very lucky that at 11 years old, I did a play and after the first performance I really understood the power of transformation and the power of love and I saw around me as an 11-year-old a team full of people from all different parts of the world and cultures coming together to collaborate, to create this piece of storytelling which educated us, entertained us, it was filled with stories of relationship and loyalty, understanding, humanity and family and I kind of thought wow this is something I could dedicate my life to, It’s fun. What I realise now that I’m older and still in it and still wanting to discover the offering that this gives us is that there is impact that we make, we do affect change but we have to work from a place of compassion and heart and integrity and really understand what are values are, towards the work we put out and who that work is for. So, there’s been a lot of really interesting lessons along the way; for my own personal journey as a woman as a human being, as a woman of colour. As I’ve learnt about myself it’s kind of aligned to my process and practice as an artist, as a maker, as a theatre maker, as an artistic director. So I’m really grateful of the cross-fertilisation of both my life and my work and that they both stand proudly on the same podium for priority and value in my life. I’m incredibly grateful and incredibly happy that my meaning for life is placed through the work and the art and storytelling, as ever has embraced me and never let me go.”

Jen Wong :- “I think lots of my work is about facilitating creative collaboration between scientists and artists and occupying a kind of in-between space between different worlds, or different ways of knowing. I think the reason I thrive and choose to exist in this space is cos I

get a sense of real growth and fulfilment from this kind of working; I think I need ideas and thinking creatively as the kind of fuel. I love the idea of joining up the dots and sharing that process with others and connecting people with both each other and new ideas so that they might understand more of the world around them and more of each other within that world. I think more recently since having kids, I am also increasingly aware, at a really visceral level of the need to build a future for them that’s stable, so I am also really interested in things like stability, security, less dystopian visions of the future, which I feel like are pretty much all around us at the moment. Things like climate action and equity are really important factors in motivating me as well. I think I am really interested in questions like: What does a hopeful future feel and look like? How can we make that happen? And what if more people were Individually and emotionally invested in working collectively to do this? So maybe part of also why I do what I do is having the agency and power to ask and pose those kinds of questions to different audiences”.
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